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the Portuguese in return for the exclusive enjoyment of the trade
in spices. This monopoly naturally led to disputes with the
English, which continued in spite of the attempts of the home
governments to find a satisfactory adjustment. In 1619 an
elaborate agreement was drawn up, which provided for a joint
council of defence at Batavia and a division of trade. However,
this treaty was speedily cast aside by Gocn, the real founder of
the Dutch eastern empire. He solved the problem of how to
meet English intervention in the Spice Islands by having the
English settlers put to death after torture. This massacre of
Amboyna exercised an influence upon Anglo-Dutch relations
out of all proportion to the number of victims. It weakened
permanently England's position in the nearer East Indies and
forced her to concentrate upon the mainland;1 and it became a
running sore which public opinion in England never overlooked.
Fortunately the news of this outrage did not reach England for a
year, but even then an account of it in a pamphlet aroused much
bitterness against the Dutch.2 However, as in 1610, the exigen-
cies of European politics temporarily proved more powerful than
mercantile or colonial jealousies. Whereas prolonged negotia-
tions in 1618, and then in iGss, failed to settle satisfactorily any
of the points in dispute between the merchants of the two nations,
a treaty of alliance was easily arranged as soon as James began
war against Spain*
* In other respects English foreign relations during the first
decade of the reign were mainly favourable to protestantism-
James formally joined the Protestant Union, which had been
formed in the empire in 1608, and sanctioned the marriage of
his only daughter EK%abeth to Frederick, the Elector Palatine
and champion of militant Calvinism in Germany. When the
States General adhered to the Union at James's request, he was
in a fair way to becoming the leader of a protestant alliance
against the Habsburgs. This policy was abandoned shortly after
the arrival in England of a new Spanish ambassador, Diego
Sarmiento de Acufia, later count of Gondomar, Hitherto Spain
had relied upon presents (which even Salisbury had accepted)
for the maintenance of her interests, but her new representative
* Until Borneo and New Guinea were occupied in comparatively recent times,
a A True Relation of the Unjust, Crudl and Barbarous Proceedings against the English at
Amboyna (1624).  ^ *s noteworthy that the pamphlet was reprinted in 1631 and